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contract rules change? “The average
successful dentist will be sold and
sold and resold in order to survive the
MSO industry,” believes Dr. Pride.

In the meantime, dentists who
initially joined this profession to
retain their independence and to run
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their own businesses may begin to
wonder whether being alone is still
the best way to go in this current cli-
mate of consolidation. It’s not an easy
decision. The charm of consolidation
is that in the good times, the fortunes
of affiliated dentists will rise together,

but the treachery of consolidation is
that in bad times, the fortunes of affil-
iated dentists will fall apart. AGD
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